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SWIRL WRIST BAG 
by Anjali M.  

 
Swirl is a seamless wrist bag which is easy and quick 
to knit. Use any scrap yarn lying around and you 
can whip up a Swirl in no time. This is ideal for that 
last minute gift for your knitter friend who can use 
this as a yarn holder. This is a good gift for non-
knitters too because a girl cannot have too many 
bags. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SIZES 
One size: 7” base and 9” height. 

 
MATERIALS 
Any Heavy/Worsted Weight Yarn 
 
RECOMMENDED NEEDLE 
SIZE 
US #8/5 mm straight needles 
US #8/5 mm set of 5 DPNs or circular 
needles 
 
NOTIONS 
Darning needle to weave in loose ends 
 
 

GAUGE 
18 sts and 20 rows = 4” (10 cm) in 
Stockinette stitch  
Gauge is not critical for this project 
 
SKILLS REQUIRED 
Knitting in round, Ribbing, Decreasing, 
Picking up stitches, Yarn overs 

 
ABBREVIATIONS 
 
k2tog: Knit 2 together 
 
yo: yarn over 
 
st(s): stitch(es) 
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PATTERN NOTES 
 
The base of the bag is knit flat in garter stitch. Stitches are picked around the base for the 
body and knit in simple lace and ended with a k2p2 rib. Strap is knit by picking up stitches 
on the ribbed edge. 
 
If you have not knit I-cord before, here are some resources which can help you pick up this 
new skill: 

• Photo Tutorial: http://www.stitchdiva.com/custom.aspx?id=196 

• Video Tutorial: http://www.knittinghelp.com/videos/knitting-tips (Scroll down 
to the How to make I-cord) 

 
SLANTED OPEN WORK STITCH 
 
Worked over an even number of stitches 
 

CHART 
 

 
 
 

WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Round 1 [RS]: k1, *yo, k2tog*, repeat 
instructions between * to last stitch, k1 
Round 2 [WS]: Knit 
Round 3 [RS]: k2, *yo, k2tog*, repeat 
instructions between * till end 
Round 4 [WS]: Knit
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PATTERN INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Cast on 26 stitches using waste yarn. Join the main working yarn and knit in garter stitch 
for 20 rows (10 garter ridges). You can slip the first stitch on every row if you feel picking 
up stitches will be easier. After the last row, do not turn the work. Transfer these 26 sts to 
DPN #1. 
 
Pick up 10 sts along the garter ridge edge of the base with the DPN #2. Unravel the waste 
yarn to reveal live stitches. Place these 26 live sts on DPN #3. Pick up 10 sts along the 
other garter ridge edge of the base with the DPN #4. See the picture below for reference. 

 
 

Join to knit in round, placing a marker to indicate beginning of round. Knit in stockinette 
stitch (knit all rounds) for two rounds. Work Slanted Open Work Stitch pattern until the 
bag measures 7” from the base edge, ending after an even row. 
Work k2p2 rib for 4 rows.  
Decrease round: *k2tog, p2tog* repeat till end of round. 
Stitches on the needle: 36 
Work k1p1 rib for 1 row. Bind off loosely. 
 

STRAP 
 
There are three options for the strap: Garter, Stockinette and I-cord. Garter stitch strap is 
easy to knit and stretches. Stockinette stitch strap is easy too and curls naturally giving the 
strap an i-cord like look without knitting an i-cord. I-cord strap has a neat, finished look and 
is sturdy, but also takes a wee bit longer to knit. If you have not I-cords before, this is a 
great opportunity to learn a new skill. Choose one and follow the instructions below. 
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GARTER STITCH 
STRAP 
 
Pick up 4 sts from ribbed 
edge of the bag above the 
breadth of the bag. Work 
in garter stitch (knit all 
rows) until the strap 
measures 7”. Pick up 4 
sts from the diagonally 
opposite edge and do a 
three needle bind off 
with the live stitches on 
the other needle. If you 
are not comfortable with 
three needle bind-off 
(this is a great 
opportunity to learn a 
new skill), bind off the 
stitches on the needles 
and sew it to the 
diagonally opposite edge.  
 
 
 

STOCKINETTE 
STITCH STRAP 
 
Pick up 4 sts from ribbed 
edge of the bag above the 
breadth of the bag. Work 
in stockinette stitch (knit 
RS rows, purl WS rows) 
until the strap measures 
7”. Pick up 4 sts from the 
diagonally opposite edge 
and do a three needle 
bind off with the live 
stitches on the other 
needle. If you are not 
comfortable with three 
needle bind-off (this is a 
great opportunity to 
learn a new skill), bind 
off the stitches on the 
needles and sew it to the 
diagonally opposite edge.  
 
 
 

I-CORD STRAP 
 
 
Refer to Pattern Notes 
section for help with 
knitting I-cord.  
Pick up 4 sts from ribbed 
edge of the bag above the 
breadth of the bag. Knit 
I-cord until the strap 
measures 7”. Pick up 4 
sts from the diagonally 
opposite edge and do a 
three needle bind off 
with the live stitches on 
the other needle. If you 
are not comfortable with 
three needle bind-off 
(this is a great 
opportunity to learn a 
new skill), bind off the 
stitches on the needles 
and sew it to the 
diagonally opposite edge. 

 

FINISHING 
Weave in loose ends. Add a crocheted flower as an embellishment if desired. For a knitter 
friend, you could place a ball of yarn inside the bag and gift the bag and the yarn within. 

ABOUT THE DESIGNER 
I am a programmer by profession and a knitwear designer in my spare time. I took up 
knitting to give the love of handmade knits to my little one and gradually branched into 
designing. I live in Bangalore, India with my husband and son. If you have any questions, or 
think you may have found an error, please contact me at support@affiknity.com. I will do 
in the best of my ability to answer your emails in a timely manner. 

COPYRIGHT 
The content of this pattern and the knitted design to which it refers are subject to 
copyright. You have the right to print and use this pattern only for your personal, non-
commercial use. Without the express permission of the designer, Anjali M., you may not 
distribute or sell copies of this pattern in paper or electronic form.   


